August 2018
Newsletter

Condolences go to the family of: Barbara Oberg

Donna’s News

Well, here we are again, over half way through the year! Scary thought that Christmas is just around the corner;
where does the time go! The village is as usual busy, if it’s not getting organised for audit then it’s Council wanting
Building Warrant of Fitness, wheelie bins tagged, rates rebates to
discuss and sort, and AGM meetings just round the corner. There
is always something to be done. It’s also a very important part of
the day to day here to have time to spend with individuals as health
needs change, or for some just needing the company. It’s always
lovely to see those of you that just pop in for a chat or call over in
the afternoon for a game or a cuppa. It’s great to see the 500 group
growing in numbers, and lovely that those of you who don’t want a
game will call in part way through the games. The leisure centre is the
perfect spot when the sun is shining to sit in the warmth and enjoy a
cuppa.
The activities have been well patronized on the whole. The Chinese
night in April was a great success once again with yummy food and
great choice to choose from. I have to say the favourite part of that
night was seeing Jim and Raewyn really get into the theme of the
night and watching the two with the dramatics of (Chinese) Raewyn
trying to get (Chinese) Jim take her hand in marriage, well done to you
both great imaginations!! And they both so looked the part.
Housie is also a favourite, I love sourcing the prizes and the afternoon
of fun we have.
One of the nicest afternoons was the Jazz afternoon, those guys
were great. Surprised to hear that the keyboard player was in his 95th year, and did well. I had a visitor to the village
while the music was on and they said it was just lovely wandering up the boulevard to the sounds of Jazz wafting
form the building.
It was a noisy, but fun morning when the excited children, along with teachers and mums from the Northcote
Kidsfirst Kindergarten came for morning tea. The children were fairly well behaved and enjoyed their own “safe
food and drinks” which they made and brought themselves. Due to so many children with allergies these days, the
staff like to play it safe. The Residents have been
invited back to the kindergarten later this month
for a morning tea made on their premises, by
staff and children.
Well, I’m off to Ashburton on Saturday as Ryan’s
rugby team has made it to the finals for rugby,
after a nail biting semi final which saw them win
by 1 point. Ryan got player of the day and had
a lot of scrapes and bruises after the match.
I’m sure he’ll be even sorer after the game on
Saturday. Fingers crossed for the team.
Stay warm, not long to go and spring will be upon
us.
Best Regards

Donna

Sales in the Village:
We have available two 2 bedroom villas and one three bedroom villa.
Thanks to those of you chat to people when they come through to view, I know
when people start looking it can be a very daunting task made a lot easier by a
friendly word. This village has a wonderful friendly feel and people do comment
on that when viewing.
OPEN DAYS – SATURDAY 15th and SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 11am to 4pm
join us for a tour of the village and a cuppa.
Open Day weekend special – for any unconditional sale in September/
October 2018 we will give you a $1000 voucher to spend at the store of
your choice.
(Terms and Conditions apply)
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Two Irishmen find a mirror in the
road.
The first one picks it up and says
“I know this face but can’t put a
name to it”
Second one picks it up and says “it’s
me you daft twat!

Linda’s News
I think of August as the light at the end of the winter
tunnel – with days becoming lighter and spring only a
bird’s song away. OK, we may still get cold weather and
chilly winds, but we have managed to get through the
hard part of winter – and it can only get better. Seeing
the colourful summer clothes coming into the shops is
always a cheerful sign of things to come.
Our trips away in the
van have been plenty
and varied, going in
different directions –
taking the good with
the bad; such is life.

had.

The Chinese night
at the end of April
was once again
popular and well
attended, with lots of
fun, games and good food to be

The Little Sister Cafe at the Islington Hotel was a
popular choice for many, although with lots of mums
and toddlers lunching out, the noise factor was up
there. The service and food were both excellent, so no
complaints there. The Famous Grouse trip to Lincoln
was a instigated by one of the owners popping into the
office with a menu and a chat about the restoration and
new decor – which enticed me to organise a trip. Well
worth it, going twice that week and enjoyed by all who
attended.
After reading the great reviews
for The Station Cafe in Rangiora,
I was sure I was onto a winner, but
unfortunately over 40 minutes of
waiting for meals that mostly came
out cold – it was quite disappointing.
Being the original station building
with high ceilings and not too many
windows, it appeared to be dark and
quite cold inside. Still, apparently
the locals flock there, (and the reviews on line were
mostly good) so maybe it was just an off day for us!
And to give credit where credit is due, the waitress was
lovely and friendly and did her best. Certainly didn’t
put Val off her usual ice-cream sundae.
Pineacres, the grand
old restaurant
and bar that
seems to have
been at the end
of the Northern
Motorway forever,
really did itself
proud, with excellent

service and food, enjoyed
by all who made the trip.
Although located beside
the busy motorway, with
double glazing it was
quiet and warm and gave
residents time to catch
up with some they had
not seen for a while. I
had a couple of friends
highly recommend
this place with its new
owners/management team and
we all agreed, a place to return to one day.
To be honest, it is the first time I have ever been there
myself after passing it dozens of times in the past, when
heading north.
Lunch at The Beach at Sumner was certainly
worth two trips with the van full both
times. For a winter’s day,
with the sun streaming
in, I did hear some of
you “complain” it was
almost too hot! On
the first day, the staff
opened the door, but
after a short burst of cool
sea air, it was soon closed
again. This is another place
to be recommended for
great service and although
extremely busy, we were
quickly delivered attractive
and delicious
meals.
My grandson Teddy arrived with his
mum and dad, to stay for a couple of
days in July, and what a difference
now he is toddling about and curious
about everything in his path. I moved
most things I thought may possibly
be broken by little hands, but two
breakages later made me realise
that nothing is safe from a curious
child of 14 months. As well as bright red cheeks due to
large molars breaking through the gums, he was very
clingy to his mum, not remembering who I was from
our recent visit to Auckland at Easter – no doubt that
will change as he gets older and he knows
where I fit in his life, even though
I can’t see him as often
as I would
like. But,
looking forward
to them all
coming down
for Christmas
this year to
spend together

as a family. ( Christmas
tree decorations will be
higher than usual on the
tree I think,)
Steve and I had a long
weekend at the Franz Josef
village at the end of July. The
first two days were torrential
West Coast rain, so we lay
low and enjoyed the beautiful
Tree Top unit and spa in the
bush at the Rainforest Retreat.
But third day, we managed to
get in a walk in the morning to the base of the Glacier,
taking about 2 hours, to admire the most amazing and
typical South Island scenery and took lots of photos
for our overseas Facebook friends. As it was Steve’s
birthday treat, I shouted us both to a 3 hour Kayak trip
in the afternoon (a first for me) on the beautiful Lake
Mapourika. We went with a guide and a group
of much younger people than us,
but we proved just as
capable as we
paddled 16
kilometres
all up across
and back on
the lake. The
lake was choppy
to start with
but like glass
on the return. I

was thankful I had
recently done some
rowing at the
gym as its pretty
tough on the
shoulders, and I
now understand
how those
professional
sports rowers
have such muscle bound
upper arms. All up an exhilarating
experience that I can now cross off the bucket
list!!
Looking forward to spring trips, lighter days and warmer
weather in the next few weeks. I have plans in place for
a garden trip to the country in October and
this looks a beautiful place with
a friendly owner. Just
hope the weather is
fine so we can really
enjoy it on the day.

Cheers

Linda

Lemon, Ginger and Honey Syrup
6 Lemons (juice, squeezed)
1 Ginger Root (medium)
2 tablespoons of honey (approx)
Grate the ginger root into a saucepan, add the
lemon juice and as much honey as it takes to cover
the grated ginger. Simmer over low heat until
ginger has become soft and tastes of the honey.
Administer one tablespoon as needed for cold or
sore throat. The syrup can also be used to ease
stomach cramps and when refrigerated can last
for several weeks.

